
ECNAIS CONFERENCE
Madrid, Spain
Thursday 12 May to Saturday 14 May 2011

Diversity in education: Struggle for life or Creating the future
	The economical and financial crises we are facing in Europe highlight some important trends that are addressed in the everyday life of schools from a number of aspects: globalization, complexity, creativity and imagination.

Throughout Europe it is a duty of the state to provide compulsory education. 

This provision implies different means and resources.

In which ways do European States provide compulsory education?

Can we recognize clear tendencies in politics, in the sphere of education, regarding the balance between public and independent sectors?

The economic crisis forced all governments to reduce public expenditure. Consequently there is a shortage of available resources both for public as well as for independent education.  

Education is a complex activity. There are an important number of intangible aspects that are difficult to test and to measure.
We want to identify some tensions as:

· Educational results versus educational process

· Soft skills versus hard skills

· Competences versus knowledge

· Test training versus holistic approaches

We want to clarify good practices that enable independent schools to gain good results by giving room for
· Creativity

· Innovation

· Eagerness to learn 

· Autonomy




Thursday 12 May 2011
09.00 – 12.00

Formal Annual General Meeting and Management Committee Meeting




(open for members only)

12.00 – 13.00

 Lunch (open for member only)

15.00 – 17.00

Pre-Conference

18.00 –18.30

Welcome and registration

18.30 – 19.00

Opening of the Conference
· welcome by the Spanish member associations

· welcome by Simon Steen, chairman of ECNAIS

· welcome by the Spanish minister of Education

19.00 – 21.00

Presentations by the schools

21.00 –

Dinner

Friday 13 May 2011

10.00 – 14.30

School visits (including lunch)

14.30 – 15.30

Return participants to the hotel

Start of the theme of the Conference
 “Diversity in education: Struggle for life or Creating the future”

16.00 – 17.30

‘Struggle for life’ as first part of the conference theme. 
Mrs. Prof. Luisa Ribolzi, Professor of Sociology of Education at the University of Genoa.
http://www.gruppoclas.com/azienda.asp?pag=professionisti.asp
17.30 – 19.00

‘Creating the future’ as second part of the conference theme.
Ms Chris Sigaloff, vice chair of Knowledgeland www.knowlegdeland.org 

21.00 –

Official dinner

Saturday  14 May 2011

09.00 – 12.00

Working groups about the project “Flashes for the future”

12.00 – 14.00

Report of the presentations by the working groups

14.00
 

Closure of the conference

14.30


Lunch   
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